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Background 

On the 10 May 2018 the Public Petitions Committee considered petition PE1664 on 

greater protection for mountain hares and invited OneKind to submit views in 

response to the Scottish Government's most recent submission, dated 8 June 2018. 

Recent developments 

Following the release of evidence of large-scale mountain hare culls by OneKind, the 

League Against Cruel Sports and Lush, which showed three separate mountain hare 

killing incidents that took place in the Highlands in February 2018, the First Minister 

responded to a question from Alison Johnstone MSP: 

“Large-scale culling of mountain hares could put the conservation status at risk and 

that is clearly unacceptable I know that the pictures that she refers to will be 

distressing to many people. These meetings will take place with all relevant 

stakeholders, landowner groups, gamekeepers and environmental organisations. I 

want to be very clear today that the Government will be exploring all available 

options to prevent the mass culling of mountain hares and one of those options is of 

course legislation and a licencing scheme. What we are seeing is not acceptable and 

that is a very clear message that goes from the government today.” 

In addition, it has since come to light through a Freedom of Information request that 

Scottish Natural Heritage held estimates of the annual mountain hare kill in Scotland. 

This data suggests that large-scale mountain hare killing has been routine in 

Scotland for many years with the total number fluctuating around an average of 

25,961 and reaching as many as 37,681 in 2014. In 2015, the most recent year for 

which an estimate is available, 26,952 mountain hares were estimated to be killed. 

Scottish Natural Heritage have also advised the Scottish Government they may have 

to report to the European Commission that the population is in unfavourable status 

when a report is due next year. 

OneKind’s response 

OneKind is grateful for the continued scrutiny of this issue by the Public Petitions 

Committee. 

We have welcomed the Cabinet Secretary’s announcement that an independently-

led group will look at the environmental impact of grouse moor management, and 

that this will include mountain hare culls. However, as noted in previous evidence to 

the Committee, this is a long-term process and we continue to believe that urgent 

interim protections are required. Indeed, this position has been reinforced by recent 

developments. We are encouraged by the First Minister’s announcement that the 

Scottish Government will explore options to prevent the mass culls of mountain 

hares, and the progress reported by the Scottish Government in their submission to 

the Committee. However, we are concerned that the timetable for completion of this 



process appears vague and looks unlikely to conclude before the beginning of the 

open season on 1 August. 

We note that the Scottish Government have suggested that one option is to 

introduce legislation to prevent culling of mountain hares except for specified 

purposes under licence. We believe this would be a pragmatic way forward if killing 

of mountain hares is only permitted under specific, narrowly defined circumstances 

and as a last resort measure.  


